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Impacta Working in Cervical Cancer Prevention and Testing
in Women Living with HIV

Worldwide, there are 490,000 new cases of
cervical cancer each year, and 270,000
women die from the disease.
Cervical cancer can be prevented by diagnosis in asymptomatic women with the goal of
early detection of the lesions, before their
progression. An important factor for cervical
cancer is the presence of human papillomavirus (HPV), which is associated with up to 99.7%
of cases.
While HPV is a sufficient cause, it is not the only
cause of cervical cancer.
Women living with Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV) have a high rate of co-infection with
HPV, which means they have double the risk of
developing cervical cancer. This is especially
true when they have human papillomavirus 16
or 18, which have been shown to be high-risk

factors for the development of cervical
cancer.
In this context, the Asociación Civil Impacta is
completing a study about the health of women
living with HIV and cervical cancer prevention.
It is a Phase II study that compares a testing
and treatment strategy for HPV to the standard strategy for prevention of cancerous
lesions in women living with HIV.
This study is part of the ACTG (AIDS Clinical
Trials Group) Network, and has the principal
objective of evaluating the effectiveness of
immediate cryotherapy in women co-infected
with HIV and the genotypes of HPV recognized to be high-risk factors for the development of cervical cancer versus the standard
treatment.

We participated in:

OUTSIDE HOUSE
“Tahuantinsuyo CERITS”
On September 10th, we hosted an
outside house in the Tahuantinsuyo
CERITS with the objective of strengthening the links between health promoters
and the clinical staff. In the first block, we
talked about themes relating to HIV:
acute HIV infection, signs and symptoms,
diagnostic tests (LIAT molecular assay),
and prevention. In the second block, we
presented information about our current
studies, and we concluded the session by
providing everyone with EXA-MAN
brochures, which promote that everyone
get an HIV test.

SEXUALITY FAIR II
“Sexpress Yourself ”
The Autonomous University of Peru invited
us to participate in the second sexuality
fair, “Sexpress Yourself,” on the 6th of
September. Impacta made their presence
known with a prevention display of
banners with messages like: “I choose to
protect myself,” “I am faithful,” and “I
choose to wait.” Students were invited to
choose a prevention message and place
their faces in the banner so that they
could have a printed image of the message later on.

OUTSIDE HOUSE
“Callao DIRESA”
On September 11th, in the name of the
study ¿SABES?, we visited the health
promoters for pairs of men who have sex
with men in the Callao region with the
goal of informing them about “Acute HIV
Infection” and its symptoms. This theme
opened the door for commentary about
new technology that permits very early
detection of the virus. To conclude the
session, we held a raffle for those in
attendance and gave out EXA-MAN,
which promote that everyone get an HIV
test.

On the 19th of September, a member of the medical staff at the Asociación Civil Impacta was interviewed on the radio program,
“Between Coffee and Coffee,” on San Borja Radio. The interview will air on Saturday, November 30th at 4pm to celebrate “World
AIDS Day.” Dr. Jorge Luis Alave Rosas says that this was an excellent opportunity to inform the listeners of this prominent radio
program about general aspects of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection, such as modes of transmission, diagnosis, and
treatment. Dr. Alave also highlighted the scientific and relief work that the Asociación Civil Impacta is doing to combat this public
health problem. In that same vein, he mentioned that he shared the auditorium with those in charge of the social and medical areas
at the San Camilo House, who highlighted their relief work with groups of patients with scarce economic resources living with HIV.

SCHOLARS

Thursday Plus
We talked about

Kyle Davidson

“Erogenous Zones”.

09/26/13
“Peru Interviews”

Throughout its history, Impacta has offered collaboration opportunities to many students and
investigators from other countries and institutions. In addition, they have maintained strong ties to
the University of Washington, in Seattle. Consequently, Impacta became a great collaborator in
a new project entitled Interview Peru, started by a student in the Master of Public Health program
at the University of Washington, Kyle Davidson. The project itself was completed in the middle of
September and the analysis is still in development.
The purpose of the project Interview Peru is to evaluate the level of understanding of two priority
populations for Impacta: men who have sex with men (MSM) and transgender women (MTF) living
with HIV. The project consisted of 100 qualitative electronic surveys and 20 in-depth interviews
of people from both populations. The surveys and interviews were completed in both the Barranco and San Miguel Impacta sites.

Impact Thursday
We discussed the theme
“What do I do after my HIV
diagnosis?”.

The survey intended to see if there was a substantial relationship between levels of stigma reported by participants and their level of adherence to medical care. At the same time, the interviews
looked for personal stories about medical care and experiences of discrimination or stigma.
Thanks to the support of the staff at Impacta, the project was completed and Kyle Davidson feels
very grateful for this fact. Dr. Javier Lama has been the principal contact and David Lee also
helped a lot with administrative requirements. Dr. Jorge Cornejo was essential in the approval
process for the study from the ethics committee. The members of the community education team
and Patricia Segura from Impacta, and Hugo Sanchez from Epicentro were critical to the survey
development. Dr. Pedro Gonzalez and Jessica Rios were key in offering clinical support. Kyle
would also like to express thanks to his hosts Hector, Julio, and Martin, and at the same to his
adviser Martin, who all helped with patient recruitment.
With reason, the Impacta team continues to have success in their work. Their collaboration efforts
with those from the outside continues to be a sign of their capacity and generosity.

Movie Thursday
A night of short films from
Outfest Peru.
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Party Thursday
Karaoke and birthday
celebrations.

Look for us at: Facebook/ImpactaSalud

