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World Day Against
Tuberculosis
Impacta’s team and volunteers
participating in the parade
organized by the Regional
Directorate of Health
TB Control Program of Callao.

IMPACTA, AHEAD IN
DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS

T

here is an urgent need to develop lab tests that allows a rapid diagnosis of tuberculosis (TB) and a rapid identiﬁcation of TB drug resistance in people living

with HIV. Early diagnosis of TB is particularly important for HIV positive people and a
treatment delay can be devastating for those with a compromised immune system.
However, the diagnosis of HIV associated to TB can be a particular challenge: up to
two-thirds of people with both infections (HIV andpulmonary TB) are negative on test
smear, which is the most accessible and least expensive for the diagnosis of TB in our
country. Early identiﬁcation of TB infection and drug resistance is limited due to the
cost and lack of access to mycobacterial cultures in countries like ours.
GeneXpert is a molecular diagnostic test which
obtains an accurate diagnosis of infection by Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the causative organism of
tuberculosis and rifampin resistance; a drug that is
an essential part of treatment for tuberculosis, half
an hour.
Impacta’s Research Lab director, Dr. Carmela
Ganoza, has successfully implemented the test

that will process up to 24 samples per day. This quick and timely result will qualitatively
improve the medical management of the person with sensitive TB and TB resistant to
rifampin.

Casa
Abierta

Dr. Jorge Sanchez, Impacta’s
Director,
presenting
the
importance of implementing
surveillance studies in the
country. Feedback meeting
organized by INPPARES in
Miraﬂores.

Impacta Volunteers met for the
ﬁrst time. During the session the
volunteers learned more about
Impacta’s mission and the
activities in which they will
participate.

Impact Thursday
Guests discussed the issues of being in a
romantic relationship during the
presentation of "Couple’s Crisis".

Thursday Plus
Continuing the activities for World TB
Day, the team presented: "Together
Against Tuberculosis".
We were present at the Easter
picnic celebration organized by
the GAM Renacer in Santa
Eulalia, country side of Lima.

Examan.Impacta
Join Examan’s Fan Page and
get information on our health
campaign of free HIV and
syphilis testing.

Fellows at
Impacta

Movie Thursday
attendees enjoyed the movie:
“Before the Fall”.

Every
Thursday at

Thanks to the Doris Duke Clinical Research Fellowship,
I came to Perú for 8 months to complete a research project
in Impacta.
My study quantiﬁes how much family members of
tuberculosis patients know: about the diagnosis, treatment,
and prevention of tuberculosis and the use of vaccines to
prevent infections. Currently there are no vaccines to
prevent TB among adults; part of my study looks at how
willing these high risk individuals are in participating in a TB
vaccine trial in the future. I hope to enroll about 200 participants in Lima.

Eileen Shu
Medical Student
Columbia University
Nueva York

This study is being developed with the support of Dr.
Javier Lama and RN Patricia Segura of Impacta and in
collaboration with Dr. Leonid Lecca and RN Carmen Contreras from the NGO Partners in Health.

Connect with us
Your questions, comments or
ideas
are welcome, contact us at:
impacta@impactaperu.org.

