
During the launching ceremony of the World AIDS Day campaign at 
the UNAIDS headquarters, Ms. Yolanda Vidal was recognized for her 
"Support and Great Demonstration of Commitment in the Fight 
against HIV and AIDS in Peru" by the Vice Minister of Health Dr. Jose 
del Carmen Sara. 

After my son´s Carlos death in 1992, one day I 

was watching the news on TV with my daughter 

Lilian; suddenly, the newscaster announced that 

a person with HIV had been abandoned at the 

Hospital; though it was dawn, we immediately 

and without hesitation, prepared a bag and 

went to accompany him. I covered him with my 

son´s clothes, bought a hot bowl of soup, and 

caressed his head until he felt asleep. When I 

returned the next day, I was able to see the faint 

glow in his eyes and a smile on his face ... and 

then he died. I cried, thanking God that I was able 

to give a word of comfort, a little warmth, and 

some hours of love to someone who needed it.

Since then, I have been helping others, accom-

panying them in the disease process, making 

  Impacta is proud to have a well renowned team for 
their professionalism and humanity. We want to 
congratulate Dr. Rosa Infante and Ms. Yolanda 
Vidal, whose work makes the institution very proud.
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them feel that they are not alone, and giving 

them a word of encouragement. It is still vivid 

in my memory that my son´s desired to help 

others if he recovered, yet he never did. Now, 

that memory is the drive that �lls me with the 

strength and will, and above all, inspires me to 

love as I walk down this path.

The road has not been easy. I still remember 

the days when we walked the streets asking 

the government the access to free ARV 

treatment: the protest in Congress, the sit-in at 

the Main Square, getting hit by water tanks, 

the insults, and the attacks by the guards on 

their horses. All of it is part of history, and 

because of our endurance, now we have free 

ARV drugs. Now we can hope that this diagno-

sis becomes like other diseases, such as cancer 

or diabetes, which if diagnosed early, can be 

treated and under control, and one can 

maintain a quality of life

My drive has always been and still is, my 

endless love for my son. Though, he did not 

have the essential drugs, he never lacked love. 

In every person with this diagnosis I can see the 

child that I lost, therefore it is easy for me to 

give love. Some people call me "Mommy Yoli", 

and I always state that I lost a son, but gained 

many along the way.

Only God knows what moves me to continue in 

this daily struggle, and I will continue until I am 

unable to. I know that many years have gone 

by and now there is a wealth of information; 

however, people continue to become infected, 

and help and guidance is still needed. It is so 

gratifying to me to see a friend recover; it 

makes my days �lled with more value, and I live 

and sleep more peacefully.

I cannot deny that public recognition is nice 

and appreciated. I thank God for it; however, 

for me, the biggest reward is reciprocated love.

.
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Thursday Plus
Community Education team spoke 
about "Pre Exposure Prophylaxis" 

and what this means to the commu-
nity

Impact Thursday
Lucho Castro giving a present to a guest 

after the talk "First Date ... To be 
remembered ... to be forgotten"

 Movie Thursday  
We project the film: "Kilometer 

Zero", movie that shows how your 
life can change dramatically by a  

simple encounter

Thursday Party
        Members of the CBO Bears 

Without Borders, during the 
"Karaoke Night", exposing the   

Quilt of Love created by the team

A few days ago, I had the opportunity to give a presentation 

called "Advances in the Treatment and Prevention” at the 

Congress’s Hall, in commemoration of the World AIDS Day.

For people who work at Impacta, who daily face this merciless 

evil, it was a moment of great satisfaction and joy to see young 

people, adults, men and women, assist to the presentation 

demonstrating their interest in understanding HIV issues.

My �rst contact with people living with HIV was in the 80´s 

while I was doing my internship at The Cayetano Heredia hospi-

tal. At that time, very little was known about the virus, and 

there was not any e�ective treatment available. It was a feeling 

of powerlessness to not be able to do much to alleviate the 

su�ering of people with AIDS;  we only

Congresswoman Karla Melissa Schaefer Cuculiza, recognized Dr. Rosa Castro 
Infante for her “Professional contribution in the fight against HIV AIDS”, at the 

hall of Congress José Faustino Sánchez Carrión. 

In the tunnel of the fight against 
AIDS, we slowly see a clearer light

limited ourselves to 

accompany them to 

the end of their lives. 

With the arrival of 

antiretroviral therapy, 

life changed, we are now �lled with the immense joy of being 

able to provide very e�ective treatments to our patients; this 

allows them to have a full and more productive life. 

It is true that we still have a ways to go, but it is also true that, 

thanks to the great contribution of national and global 

research, is not far the day when vaccines and e�ective 

treatments will be found to end this painful disease that has 

cost, and continues to cost millions of lost lives.
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Casa
Abierta

Every Thursday at

  Dra. Rosa Infante Castro                
Investigadora de la

  Asociación Civil Impacta



Dr. Jorge Alave presenting "Advances 
in HIV Treatment" Organized by the 
Mother and Child Health Center San 
Jose, in celebration of the AIDS World 
Day.

WE PARTICIPATED IN:

Get in touch with us
Casa

Abierta

Youtube.com/0impacta0

Facebook.com/ImpactaPeru

Facebook.com/ImpactaSalud

The Daniel A. Carrion Hospital celebrated 
the AIDS World Day, with a health fair 
held at the Hospital Heliport. Impacta 
participated with STI/HIV informational 
materials, and a sample of Quilts of Love 
made by the Callao GAMs members.

Misa Hogar San Camilo Ms. Patricia Segura and Dr. Pedro Gonzales were interviewed by Carlos Alvarez 

during the TV program "Trampolinazo", were they talked about Impacta´s work 

and provided details about the Quilts of Love event.

The Forum "Progress and Update in 
HIV", organized by the CERITS 
"Patrucco Raul Puig" at the Audito-
rium Faustino Sanchez Carrion.

Your questions, comments and ideas 
are welcome. Send us an email to:

impacta@impactaperu.org

The Mass organized by the Hogar 
San Camilo at the “Santa Maria 
Church of Good Death”. Attendees 
reminded all those who died of 
AIDS, and made a call to be 
conscious of the value of 
inclusion.

The Informational Fair conducted by 
the National Police Hospital. The fair 
focused on educating about di�erent 
forms of HIV prevention, and invited 
people to get tested for HIV.

III Meeting of �ght against HIV-AIDS, 
organized by the “Hogar de Vida”, at the 
Congress’ Auditorium. The event included 
presentations from leading professionals 
from Impacta, Ministry of Health and 
Hospital Cayetano Heredia.

The Parade organized by the Patrucco 
Raul Puig Health Center, who walked in 
nearby streets distributing brochures and 
condoms.
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