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Javier Salvatierra
The friendly doctor

20 years ago, shortly after graduating as a doctor, I went to work at the Reference Center for Sexually
Transmitted Infections (CERITS, for its acronym in Spanish) called "Alberto Barton", located in the
Callao region, and that was where I began my work with sex workers (SW) and the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender) community. I learned the language, culture, modus vivendi, as well as the
joys and sorrows of this diverse community, and I became a friendly doctor for these communities. At
that time, a national television channel aired a program about a doctor who saved lives and went the
extra mile for her patients, called "Dra. Quinn: Medicine Woman", and my LGBT patients began to call
me so, and since then I am communally known as "Dr. Quinn".
Our reference center became a friendly community center for SW and the LGBT community, and is
better known as “La Barton", becoming not only a primary health center, but also a community center
for the LGBT community. We were the first reference center of the Ministry of Health to respect the
social name Trans women, and we were the first center to promote and accompany the health
personnel in the LGBT Pride parades in Peru.
In 2008, we won first place in the Inter CERITS contest,
promoted by the NGO "Vía Libre", in the category of "Most
Innovative Project of Care Improvement in SW and LGBT
Population"; and in 2010 we won first place again in the
contest driven by the Pan American Health Organization in
the Andean area between "Coverage Improvement
Projects of LGBT Communities", and I was invited to
Washington, D.C. to receive the award.
As time passes, the vision of health professionals from the
CERITS as models of primary care directed to the
community is strengthened.
2016 arrived and in the context of the "World AIDS Conference" in South Africa, the International AIDS
Society (IAS) and the " Elton John AIDS Foundation" decided to reward the best health care providers
of the world who work with the LGBT community, meeting standards of quality and warmth, by giving
them a nomination of Honor. To this end, they ask the organizations of global civil society to nominate
health providers who meet the above characteristics. Thus, the Trans International Community
nominates me, being invited to the World Conference to receive this award from the hands of Sir Elton
John, president of the foundation that bears his name. This has filled me with pride and renewed my
enthusiasm, which remains the same as 20 years ago, when I started working with the
LGBT community and SW, and I will continue to do so for many more years.
The story will continue.

WE PARTICIPATED IN…:
Validation of AMP Videos
On Wednesday, July 6 and Thursday, July 7 we validated the videos
to be used as part of the promotional campaign of the Antibodies
Mediate Protection study (AMP) in collaboration with the Impacta
staff and members of the community of gay men and transgender
women from Lima and Callao. The moderators of this activity were
Jonathan Lucas and Gale Broder, members of the community
teams of the HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) and the HIV
Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) of the United States, respectively.

Seventh COREMUSA Callao Assembly
We participated as members in the seventh general assembly of
the Coordinarora Regional Multisectorial de Salud (COREMUSA) of
Callao on Wednesday, July 13. In this seventh meeting, the events
for the month of July were planned and funding possibilities and
strategies for future COREMUSA activities were evaluated in the
context of the fight against HIV and TB in Callao.

Tour of Saunas
We returned to the most popular saunas in Lima with our Tour of
Saunas on Saturday, July 16. Our flagship hero of the HIV vaccine
studies "Vacumán" accompanied us during our tour, sharing
important prevention messages and raising awareness about the
importance of achieving an effective HIV vaccine.
Until next time!

Tour of Heroes
On Saturday, July 23, we went back to the main clubs of Lima with
our acclaimed Impacta Heroes, who lit the night dancing and
celebrating with the public, while carrying important messages of
prevention and health care for the community. VACUMÁN and
PÚMAX bring us new tools to prevent HIV transmission through a
special type of antibody and a new prevention drug. Stay tuned,
because they will soon be appearing all around the country.
See you next month!

SPECIAL: OUTSIDE HOUSES
We continue with our Outside Houses in the context of the new HIV prevention study,
"Antibody Mediated Prevention" (AMP). This study is already making waves around the
world and will soon begin in Peru. Through this activity we provided information about
this new study to members of our communities and our community-based
organizations (CBOs) allies. During July, we visited the CBO "Voluntades" at North Lima
and "Casa Diversa" at east of Lima. In addition, two sites in the souther areas have
participated, the community center "Epicentro" and the trans women organization
called "Féminas".
Thank you for opening your doors to us!

Voluntades Lima Norte

Casa Diversa

Epicentro

Féminas

SPECIAL: SPORTS TOUR

Chorrillos

Hogar San Camilo

Tod@s

During the month of July, we continued our Sports Tours, where we had the great
opportunity to share prevention messages and information about the AMP study, a
new HIV prevention strategy that will soon begin in our country. Together with our hero
Vacumán, we visited the district of Chorrillos where various sports championships were
held. We also were in Carmen de la Legua, in the championship organized by the CBO
"Tod@s", and in the Hogar San Camilo championship in downtown Lima.
Thanks for inviting us!

Movie Thursday:
“Paris is Burning”

Thursday Plus:
“Serodiscordant Couples”

Impact Thursday:
Conversation: “Geek and Gaymer”

Civil Association “Ángel Azul”
The Civil Association “Ángel Azul” was founded on May 16, 2002 by a group of transgender women
from the south of the city of Lima, with the priorities of informing, training and empowering of trans
women about the prevalence of STDs, HIV, human rights, socio-economic development and defending
transgender workers who live under violence and discrimination.
Ángel Azul has been doing community work together with its members and associates focused on
HIV/AIDS prevention, through campaigns in public areas and in places of socialization of transgender
women. We also provide counseling for transgender women both for the prevention of risky behaviors
and for handling an HIV positive diagnosis.
Part of our work also includes advising and accompanying our fellow transgender in their legal matters,
and to be constantly vigilant of our rights, particularly for sexual workers who are often discriminated
and abused in their workspaces.
This surveillance and monitoring of the agents and mechanisms of discrimination and violence against
transgender people are our main tools to realizing complaints and organizing movements of the
population to the public entities and for making declarations to bring to ministerial agencies and our
country’s congress.
As a political association aimed to create positive change in the transgender community, our most
urgent demands are the approval and implementation of a law opposing hate crimes against the
lesbian, trans, gay and bisexual (LTGB) people, and the approval of a gender identity law that allows us
to be legally recognized as women.
Our advocacy work has led us to be in contact with television and written press media to discuss the
discrimination and aggression against trans women of Lima, especially to the sex workers.
In these 14 years since our founding, we have achieved the following:
•
We have formed partnerships with 32 organizations of the LTGB Peruvian Network.
•
We are allies of the Mesa de Concertación LTGB y de Trabajadoras Sexuales de Lima y Callao (20
organizations).
•
We are members of the Virtual Network of Vulnerable Populations.
•
We are members of the National and International Network of UNGASS - UNGASS LAC.
•
We are in constant communication with representatives of the Vulnerable Populations at the
National Multisectoral Health Congress (CONAMUSA).
•
We are members of the Supervisory Committee of Vulnerable Populations.
•
We are members of PLAPERTS - Peru and of the World NSWP Network.
We want to deeply thank to everyone who gave us their support and encouragement over the years.
We promise to continue working steadily until we reach a society that respects and treasures the
diversity of all their citizens.

Gabriela Mariño
Coordinator of the "Ángel Azul" Association
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