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International LGBT
Since our inception in 2000, the Asociación Civil Impacta Salud y Educación (Impacta) has been promoting
and developing clinical research, mostly focused on the
population of men who have sex with men (MSM) and
transgender women in Peru where the prevalence of
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is high in both
populations. This is because HIV more severely affects
gay and bisexual men and transgender women, a trend
that also exists in other parts of the world.
We know that this relationship is not unwarranted.
While HIV is not caused by homosexuality or transsexualism, it is closely related to limited access to
health services and information, which is a result of
discrimination, homophobia and transphobia that
occurs in some sectors of society Latin America, including Peru.
During the past 15 years, we have grown as an institution that serves not only to learn how to prevent and
fight HIV infection, but also as an insituttion that makes
a serious commitment to improve the quality of life of
the gay and transgender community. We are convinced
that there can not be a fight against HIV without fighting
inequalities faced by populations most affected by the
virus.

Pride Day
It is for this reason that in this important date that commemorates the historic struggle for respect and equality of rights of so many good people around the world,
we want to celebrate with the community of Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) of Peru, and
reaffirm our commitment as an institution to continue to
offer a service with all the quality and the respect this
community deserves.
As Impacta, we affirm our belief that no one should be
ashamed or live in fear for what it is, regardless of sex,
gender or sexual orientation. We join together in
solidarity for the defense of your equality and look to
the future with hope and optimism, to ensure the full
recognition of your rights. Thank you for continuing in
this fight and for filling this gray city with colors everyday. Diversity, which is far from being evil, is a value
that should be treasured and cared for in every corner
of the world. It is the basis of our wealth as human
beings. Therefore we will certainly work with and for
you, because we are with you until HIV ceases to be a
risk in your life.
Thank you for trusting us! And…

¡Happy Pride Day LGBT!!

We are participating in...
Report on the Rights of the Sex Worker
Thursday, June 2, we participated in the discussion group on "Labor
Rights of Sex Workers in Peru" held at the Cultural Center of Spain. At
the event, they discussed the current situation on the rights of sex
workers in our country.

Capital TV Interview
Daniel Alva, psychologist and tutor at our institution, was invited on Thursday, June 4 by Capital TV station to discuss the theme: "Child Gambling" on the program of journalist Monica Delta. During the meeting,
they discussed the reasons for, types and consequences of gambling
addiction in children.

Resource Management Course
Dr. Robert De La Grecca was invited to speak on Thursday, June 11 in the
training session entitled "Management Policies grants funded by the
National Institutes of Health," which was organized by the Office of
Research and Training in Special Programs of the United States. Dr. De
La Grecca presented on the topic: "The challenges of managing a grant
from the National Institutes of Health in the United States."

Award for winning the forum "Only for Women"
The awards to both the forum attendees of “Only for Women – Positive
Outlook,” who won the complete professional photo sessions, were given
on Monday June 15. Both winners received their photographs properly
framed as a reminder of what they learned and shared during their participation in the forum.

Capital Radio Interview
On Thursday, June 11, we were invited by the "Sex At Midnight" Radio
Capital program to discuss the theme: "Is there homophobia in the
media?". Daniel Alva, with sexologist and host of the program, Patricia
Espinoza, talked about the impact of homophobia in Peruvian society.

Outfest Peru

From June 21-30, we participated in the "12th International LGBT Film
Festival" of Lima. In addition to sponsoring the festival, we showed one of
the films for free at one of our Open Houses.

Tour of Heroes

On Saturday June 27, we returned to Lima nightclubs with our famous
heroes PUMAX and EXA-MAN. EXA-MAN invited all attendees to get tested
for HIV regularly, while PUMAX shared important messages of prevention
and care to prevent HIV transmission. Both lit the night up also celebrating
LGBT Pride Day with the public. We will see you next month!
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Interview with Alanis Meza

T

his past March, Ms. Alanis Meza was invited to
the Microbicide Trials Netowrk community consultation conducted in the United States, as a representative from the Peruvian community of transgender women. She agreed to give us an interview explaining their views on the development of
this novel alternative to HIV prevention.
1. Alanis, do you think that in our country the development of new methods of prevention, such as
rectal microbicides, is important to the transgender community?

- Yes, especially for those trans women engaged
in prostitution or are at increased risk of acquiring
HIV. But overall, I think that having a rectal microbicide to protect us would be a great relief.

2. Do you think the transgender community would
be willing to use the rectal microbicide during
sex?

- I think so, because at this time we have become
more aware. The girls are smarter, they care
more, and I think it would work very well because
they are more aware of the importance of being
protected. Perhaps it could be a bit difficult to get
used to using it at first, especially if we must use
it daily, but in the end, I'm sure most would use it
during sex to prevent transmission of the virus
and be safer.

Impact Thursday
"Tell Your Story"

Impact Thursday
"Racism and Homophobia in Peru"

3. What are the benefits of using the rectal microbicide to fight HIV, compared with other methods
such as condoms or TRUVADA?

- Well, I think that the condom will always be the
method used, many girls have become accustomed to using it and I think there is no better
way to be safer than the condom. But it is undeniable that the rectal microbicide would be a
great addition, especially if you have sex
frequently or are at increased risk of acquiring
the virus.
In addition, the microbicide has the advantage
that it is the person who is in the passive role
who has control, whereas in the case of condoms one usually fears of breakage or leakage.
That is a great advantage of rectal microbicides
that would make us feel safer when having
intercourse.
4. How do you think the implementation of rectal
microbicides can change the reality of HIV in
Peru?

- I think that they will definitely have a positive
impact. I think that they will not stop using
condoms, I would not stop using them, but also
make rectal microbicides an indispensable ally
to prevent HIV. If we have two methods, infection rates would drop substantially and increasingly less trans women would acquire the virus
or transmit it, which would be quite encouraging
for my community.
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