Extraordinary scientific advances in the last 30 years have
yielded better understanding, treatment, and prevention of
HIV/AIDS, giving hope to the worldwide scientific community
that a world without AIDS is possible. Research has shown the
scientific efficacy of a range of interventions, like the use of
antiretroviral drugs to treat and prevent infection, voluntary
circumcision, education and counseling on risk reduction,
condom use, drug and alcohol abuse treatment, and needle
exchange programs for injection drug users. The implementation and combination of these strategies has the potential to
change the trajectory of the epidemic. There is a light at the
end of the tunnel for a world working for an AIDS-free generation.
In Peru, the Impacta Civil Association for Health and Education
has been, in the past thirteen years, one of the world’s leading
research centers in regards to its contributions to the development of strategies to control the epidemic. Impacta has highly
skilled personnel, an ideal infrastructure, and modern technology. The protection of the volunteers participating in its studies
is the primary focus of the people working in the three centers,
the ethics committee, the safety monitoring committee, and the
funders and other national authorities that supervise clinical
trials.
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) in the United States
have been the principal funders of clinical trials worldwide for
the past thirty years, and Impacta has been one of their most

productive clinical trial units for the past thirteen years. Dr.
Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAIDS), has said that “the next seven
years represent a period critical to the goal of having an
AIDS-free generation.” For this seven-year period, which
began in 2012, the US NIH has initiated a global
re-competition to determine which centers would be called to
try and achieve the feat of a generation free of AIDS. The
results of the competition were announced in December, 2013,
and thirty seven clinical trials units were selected (27 in the
United States and 10 international sites). Impacta received
one of the highest honors and was named to this elite group for
the third year in a row, keeping Peru at the forefront of research
to control the HIV epidemic for the next three years. The
Impacta clinical trials unit consists of three clinical research
sites, in Barranco, San Miguel (both in Lima), and the Amazonian Jungle- Iquitos, forming a highly competitive Peruvian
consortium. The US centers who won the re-competition included the University of California- Los Angeles (UCLA), Johns
Hopkins University, and Harvard University.
This success advanced by Impacta demonstrates that our
country is capable of conducting clinical trials with the highest
international standards of quality and protection of volunteers, and places us at the forefront of clinical HIV/AIDS
research worldwide.
Jorge Sanchez
Principal Investigator
Impacta Clinical Trials Unit

Microbicide Workshops

Corazones Chalacos

Amatista

In the name of GELLUX-017, we paid
a visit to the CBO, “Chalaco Hearts,”
to speak about rectal microbicides.
We showed the film, “The Rectal
Revolution,”
which
provoked
questions from the audience that we
later answered and discussed. We
also presented the study, GELLUX017, delivering informational and
promotional material.
Thank you, Chalaco Hearts!

Continuing with the dissemination of
information on rectal microbicides,
we visited the CBO, “Amethyst,” to
share our hope of developing a gel
that in the future we hope will reduce
the risk of contracting HIV. We
showed the video, “The Rectal
Revolution,” and distributed informational and promotional material
about GELLUX.

¡Thank you, Chalacos!

Acute Infection Workshop

¡Thank you, Amatista!

Fair

Chacla Forever

Healthy Runners

To create awareness about the
study, “Do you know?,” we visited the
CBO, “Chacla Forever,” with the goal
of informing attendees about the
symptoms of acute HIV infection. This
theme was ideal for discussing the
new technology permitting identification of the virus in its earliest
stage. In the end, we had a raffle
with all of those in attendance, and
gave out materials for EXA-MAN, a
campaign promoting universal HIV
testing.

We were invited by the Barranco
Municipality to participate in an
information fair on the oceanfront to
inform athletes about HIV prevention
methods. Preventive messages like: “I
use a condom,” “I am faithful,” and “I
am choosing to wait,” were presented to passersby for them to identify
with and take a memorable photo, if
they wanted.
Thank you, Barranco Municipality!

¡Thank you, Chacla Forever!

¡Thank you, Barranco Municipality!

Sophia Koessel
Vanderbilt University

I spent two months at Impacta working with Dr. Javier Lama on a
project called, “Engagement in the health care system for men who
have sex with men (MSM) and transgender women (MTF) living with
HIV in Peru.” In this country, MSM and MTFs have the highest burden
of HIV. Unfortunately, the number of these patients engaged in care
is extremely low, in part because of stigma and also due to fear of
being discriminated against by health care professionals. Various
behavioral interventions, like peer navigation, text messaging, and
case management have shown individual promise in improving both
linkage to and retention in care. We conducted six focus groups in order to better understand the individual
and community barriers and strengths to effective engagement in care for MSM and MTFs living with HIV.

We began Open House, 2014 with party Thursday. We would like to thank all of those in
attendance for the previous year and invite
everyone back every Thursday to enjoy the
new season.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Look for us on: Facebook/ImpactaSalud

